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VERNON HOWELL, 

organization. 

ex-members that HOWELL was planning а, 
Allegations were also made towards НО 
several members et the sect under cond: iti 


slavery. 





The CPS was brought. into tk reli 
allegations from ex-members of child تیوه‎ 
as well as two other. investigators 
involved in the investigation. in 


had no indication that any. уйге Ө of: adults oq d e 
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his: followers 
this weekes 
David Koresh, who: 
name, Vernon W. 
Branch Davidian: 
shave merely gathe pl 
1 acre site 12 mites’ outside | ter, well aan 
observe Passover, the t holiday &- ro weeks ina. 
that commemorates the deliverance of ped lo e E 
ihe ancient- Hebrews from slavery lii, wish they'd get their stories sirajgh 
2 А,“ Rumors of a mass suicide apparte 
tarted in Australia, & country; Kores! 


called the rumor "hogw 
. “Hay, I'm not ready to die," Koresh? 
ваій. ". H's all lies, Every year we've. Melbourne Нега 


by ет! 
Howell, said the we 
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visited to gather new followers. Трет. 
hd-Sun primed an, аге Just be informed what the. 


ond Coming of Christ, ži 

Koresh said that's a rumorgte 
former, Australian ember, {0:8 
E tlie Branch Davidians IEE 
"The end of time is a process Ror- ue 
едн sald. “It- will happen’ when; itihap: ae 

S. pens, But the truth pertaining to ihn end. 
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ing to it.” ~ " ex 
But Craddock said the rumors 
still upset her, ә. 
^f don'L know the man," she said. 


| "But he seems to be able to tell 


Graham what tp do, and Graham 
does it." i | 


Lisa Gent of Wheelers Hill is a 


former Branch Davidian. Her. 
daughter, Nicole, and son, Peter, 
still belong to the group. . | 


They won't speak to her, howeve у; ; \ 
of problems. People dont: 


er, because she left the Branch Da- 
vidians,Gentsdid. ^ : 
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dicted the kingdom of God would’ 

‘be established in 1959. When her.. 
prediction failed to pass, the group 

jost many followers. == ee 

In recent years, the antics of 

. George Roden put an unwelcome a 

spotlight on the Branch Davidians. `. 

Among other things, Roden Ше а 
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тоноп with the Texas 


said. "No one died. We talke 


T Wouleif's wife, Florence, pré 






























“We're worn out and devastated . 
worrying,” she said. "Its on out. tative 
minds all the Me ryan ro 1 
` he MeLennan County Sheriff's" Davi 
Department sent à deputy to visit’ p 
the group after hearing of the Aus- 
tralian newspaper article: s... 

A sheriff's department spokes- 
man said there was also & rumor. 
suicides would occur if authorities 
visited New Mount Carmel... — 

"We went out," the چم‎ 
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them for a few hours 7 

“They've got a right to believe 
what they want to believe. 1 think 
the unknown is causing them. à 


stand their religion, 


exe 


Court, the 10th Co 


the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap: 
New Orleans urging God to 


peals in 
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.. .AIDS and herpes on the jui рез Коце. 
^*. Roden also нару 1 
his followers. from New Mo 
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Davidians observe Passove 


More than 150 people gathered in Elk 
Saturday as the Branch Davidian ود‎ 
enth-day Adventists observed Passover, 
the Зета holiday that commem ў 
the deliveranee of the Hebre s Ê 
slavery in Egypt. ^ ^ ASS 

Rumors of a mass suicide by | 
tending proved to be false; 

“People are here for life,” sald Steven. 
Schneider of LaVerne, Calif, who joined ` 
athers at the New Mount Carmel com- 
pound 12 miles outside of Waco; 77 

“You mention a word like death, and 
I'm out of here myself," Schneider said. — 

The Melborne Herald-Sun in Austra- 
lia printed an article this week quoting :: 
relatives saying some Australian Branch 
Davidians have sold their property and 
called to say good-bye, - 3 

Leaders of ihe religious group ш 
the rumor “hogwash” and said it was 
created by a ‘former, member trying: 
smear the group's names» i 

Schneider said he didn't. think theru- 
mor had any affect on Saturday's events ` 
“Мо, not at all,” he said. "No c one has 
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Memorandum 
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To  ; Assistant Attorney General | puo Ww "e 2c ES 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION Attn: criminal Section - o 


From : Director, FBI 


VERNON HOWELL, 
AKA DAVID KORESH; ү uot 

Subject: ISS; = ер 
CIVIL RIGHTS n i коз 
00:. SAN ANTONIO 


Field Office File Number 50 SA 37281 








DOJ File Number 





Reference: 


` Enclosed is one copy of: 99€ below. 


C) Also enclosed is an Internal Affairs Report Dot © 


Şi A. This is the initial communication in this matter: 


Type matter {Initial communication only) 
Brutality - Law Enforcement 
Brutality - Nonlaw Enforcement 
No Brutality - Law Enforcement E 

- No Brutality - Nonlaw Enforcement Ede deli 
Racial Violence Poe 
ISS Matter 
Death Case 
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FB! Status-Pending 


Li 
Uu 


& C. FB Status. Closed 


. چك‎ $T 


O D. This covers the јадат of: a complaint andn no o further action wil be taken Ei ihe Federal ureau of. vectus 0 a 
' ^' unless СТЕ requested by the [арашан of Justice. - “50:57 سم چم سم چم‎ i 
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ЕВНО, Attn: 
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Texas DHS, CPS was provided the identical information recei 
States  (U.S.) Representative FRED UPTON, St. Joseph, Michi 
was developed by the San Antonio Division, to verify the accuracy ОЁ repor 
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кезт self-destruction, or с involuntary A servitude and slavery 





servitude and ee Bom ELA ya 


Am € 


On 7- 13- -92, Alcohol, Tobacco and: F 
contacted regarding captioned ا‎ 


possibly have a firearms violation ی مر‎ Captioned’ 
advised he received information that subj ct may poss bly; b 
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this matter closed. 


GE, 













Subject YA 
Notice of File Closing 
CIVIL RIGHTS MATTER 


` Director. E E 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 











the attached closing form and к ТЕ 
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This matter has been closed 25 o 
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File МӘ, 50-76-48 . Date 
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To: Chief, Criminal Section 





, H дари оуу ШУ 
"Ве: Vernon Howell; - sat 
. °` aka David мшш р вЫ 
San Antonio, TX Um UM 
CIVIL RIGHTS ја 
This ISS matter from Texas. na lly came Bv 
attention through the Congressman Fred Upton/s, 
Congressman Upton received material suggesti 
religious group at a commune near Waco,. Te NA 
mass suicide and practiced involuntary. servitude. 
did not receive the material iic originally: да 
allegations. T n ree 
























Department of Public Health. و‎ d 
treatment of children. The FBI has*submitted 


CPS report summarizes CPS interviews vithiresidents:o! 
commune (approximately 1 10 adults) Jan ‘with children 





To: Records Section. 


The above ‘numbered “rile ‘nde Be n closed. 
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(approximately 10 children). These reports show no evidence of” 
any involuntary servitude by any child or adult. There is no. 
evidence of any extensive work by the children, nor of any child 
abuse. No actions were taken by CPS to remove any children from: 
the commune. The commune’s leader said that there was а person; 
in Michigan who was spreading rumors. about the group. 3 





This investigation has shown' no evidence of 155; Th 
no additional areas of potentially fruitful investigation 
are apparent. I recommend that this matter be closed. 
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On February 2, 1993, the Office.of Congr sSsnan CHE 
۲ EDWARDS, 710 University, Tówer 4700 South University Driven. 
Waco, Texas ed a" esponse - 
written by X 
EDWARDS as. 









- Bureau. (Ene, 4,5] 
- San Antonio 


or sacrifices were to take place during Passover. 
_this,letter..would indicate that the, time frame 
-self-destruction would. havê. been: betwe 
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Human Services, Texas Department ofal 
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the U.S. Attorney, Western District of. р xas, Waco. 
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PHINIZY was Peres | regarding the facts: developed 
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